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SUB J : TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR: FOOD PROCESSING AND PACKAGING 
EQUIPMENT 

REF: (A) PRAGUE 818; (B) PRAGUE 985 

1 . ATTENDANCE AT SEMINAR WAS LIGHT ON MEAT AND DAIRY DAY (APRIL 
9), AS ONE WOULD EXPECT IN A CITY WHERE PEOPLE GO TO THEIR COUNTRY 
HOMES ON FRIDAY AFTERNOONS, THOUGH EPSTEIN AND PECO SAID THEY MADE 
RIGHT CONTACTS. FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SESSION ( APRIL 12) ATTRACTED 

A GOOD TURNOUT OF CZECH OFFICIALS, SEVERAL OF SENIOR RANK. FMC 

AND CONTINENTAL CAN WERE PARTICULARLY PLEASED BY THE CONTACTS THEY 

MADE AT THIS SESSION. 

2. CHIEF OF TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT AT FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
TOLD US THAT HIS SPECIALISTS, WHO ARE QUITE WELL INFORMED, NEVER- 
THELESS LEARNED OF MANY NEW PROCESSES AND TECHNOLOGIES AT SEMINAR. 
HE SAID THERE WOULD BE "FAVORABLE ECHOES" FROM SEMINAR PRESENTA- 
TIONS - THE PERSONS WHO ATTENDED WILL HOLD A FORMAL EVALUA- 
TION SESSION WITH SENIOR MINISTRY OFFICIALS AND WILL SEND US A 
WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THEIR EVALUATION. IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT FIRM 
DECISIONS HAVE YET BEEN MADE AS TO THE AMOUNTS OF HARD 
CURRENCY THAT WILL BE ALLOCATED TO THE VARIOUS INDUSTRIAL 
SECTORS FOR IMPORTS OF EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY, INCLUDING THE 
FOOD PROCESSING SECTOR. WE ARE CONVINCED, THOUGH, THAT THIS 
SEMINAR HAS MADE A SIGNIFICANT IMPRESSION ON THE MINDS OF 
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OFFICIALS WILT. RECOMMEND US TECHNOLOGY WHEN PURCHASE PLANS 
BECOME FIRM. EPSTEIN, CONTINENTAL CAN, AND FMC ARE THE 
COMPANIES MOST LIKELY TO MAKE SALES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
FRANRICA AND PROCTOR AND SCHWARTZ ARE AWARE THAT THEIR PRO- 
CESSES ARE FIVE YEARS AHEAD OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK MARKET. 

THEY DO NOT EXPECT TO MAKE IMMEDIATE SALES, BUT THOUGHT THE 
TRIP WAS WORTHWHILE FOR DEVELOPING A MARKET STRATEGY. GREEN 
BAY WAS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THEIR RECEPTION AT TWO CHEESE PLANTS, 
EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO MAKE IMMEDIATE SALES. 

3. IN SUMMARY, WE CONSIDER THIS TSS ONE OF THE BEST NON- 
EXHIBITION TRADE PROMOTION EVENTS TO COME TO PRAGUE FOR THE 
PAST SEVERAL YEARS. IT WAS WELL ORGANIZED AND WELL RECRUITED 
IN WASHINGTON, AND WAS AIMED AT AN INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 
THAT IS HIGH ON THE CZECHOSLOVAK'S LIST OF PRIORITY INVESTMENTS. 
WE RECEIVED EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD COOPERATION FROM THE 
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, AND BELIEVE FRUITFUL AND 
ENDURING COMMERCIAL RELATIONS ARE ON THE WAY TO BEING ES- 
TABLISHED BETWEEN SEVERAL PARTICIPATING FIRMS AND CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA. 
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